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OFFICERS 2021 

 

MARGARET LEABRU, PRESIDENT 

 
SUSAN BENJAMIN,  TREASURER 

 
KAREN SHREVE, SECRETARY 

 
OPEN POSITION, COMMUNITY RELATIONS 

 
LAURA SCHMIDT, HISTORIAN 

CAROL STREAM  

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

PO BOX 88791 

CAROL STREAM, IL  

60188-8791 

 

VOLUME 5, Number 4 

>>>>MEETINGS ARE NOW IN PERSON 

 

We meet the fourth Tuesday of the 

month at 7:00 p.m.  

301 W. Lies Rd., Carol Stream 

January - October 

JANUARY 28 

FEBRUARY 23 

MARCH 23   

APRIL 27   

MAY 25  

 

JUNE 22 

JULY 27 

AUGUST 24 

SEPTEMBER 28 

OCTOBER 26 

(ANNUAL MEETING) 

 

CSHS REGULAR MEETINGS 2021 

Now in Person!>>>>> 

On our cover 

The magnolia tree in the kitchen garden at the Historic Farmhouse 

stands tall in its autumn glory. This photo, taken in November of 2016, 

showcases the Midas touch of fall that transforms the green of summer 

to the gold of the changing season.  

Take time to enjoy the rich palette of autumn colors across the community. The vibrant reds, oranges, 

and  transform the wanning shades of summer and the harvest. 

Annual Meeting & Election of Officers 

Tuesday, October 26 
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Presid ent ’s  Messa ge  

 

 

 

 

 

A 
utumn is my favorite season, combining 

fall colors, cool weather, pumpkins, 

sweater, football, the village Halloween 

house decorating contest, and 

Thanksgiving.  I still have not tried a pumpkin latte. 

The past few years the Historical Society has held a 

fun fall family event, “the Country Fair”.  Normally it has many hands-

on games for children.   

With thoughts of keeping the young ones safe, we are changing it up 

this year.  We are instead offering a free family friendly Saturday 

afternoon concert on September 25th at 2:30 in front of the historical 

Hartsing farmhouse.  Bucky Halker, a Woody Gutherie style singer, will 

be singing folk tunes, such as “This Land is Your 

Land.” (BuckyHalker.com) He will sing from the gazebo, while our 

audience sits on the front lawn on the blankets and chairs that they 

provide.  There is parking available in the Hampe Park parking lot just 

to the east of the farmhouse.  The address of the farmhouse is 301 E 

Lies Road, Carol Stream.  This concert was possible with a grant from 

Illinois Humanities. 

Please join us for a song filled afternoon. Want 

to know more about this event or the Society? 

Email us at:                 

 carolstreamhistoricalsociety@gmail.com   

We would love to hear from you.  
     Margaret Leabru

     President, CSHS 

mailto:carolstreamhistoricalsociety@gmail.com
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Carol Stream Elementary School in 2021. 

 

 

    TIME & PLACE 
 

W h a t ’ s  I n  a  N a m e ?  

It’s not uncommon to honor someone who have been 

significant in our lives by naming a person or place for 

them. Our community has honored a number of 

individuals over the years in this manner. Their 

contributions to the development and betterment of 

Carol Stream are remembered in the places that bear 

their names. We become accustomed to place names 

and over time may loose sight of the individuals whose 

names they bear.  There are many. Here are a few. Do 

you recognize any of the names and the ways they 

helped to make Carol Stream a great community in which to live, work, and play?  

Where are these places and who do their names honor? See page 7 for more information. 

1. Robert Simkus Center 

2. Jan Smith Park 

3. Gregory J. Bielawski Municipal Center 

4. Ralph Balog Island 

5. Carol Stream School 

6. Jay Stream School 

7. Roy DeShane School 

8. Ross Ferraro Town Center 

9. Earl Tedrahn Park 

10.Fred Mitchell Lakes 

11. Barbara O’Rahilly Volunteer Park 

12. CSFPD Station 28-Richard P. Kammes 

13. Gerzevke Lane 

14. McNees Drive 

 

Carol Stream Park District 

has named fourteen of its 

forty-five facilities for 

community leaders. 
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    TIME & PLACE 
 

Long time Milton Township Pio-

neer cemetery preservationist, Bob 

Jacobsen, (pictured at left) shared 

his expertise with Society mem-

bers and friends in a private tour 

of St. Stephen Cemetery on August 

1o. The tour group of sixteen 

learned about the history of St. 

Stephen, as well as about restora-

tion and preservation efforts made over the years.   

St. Stephen Catholic Church was established as a 

mission around 1852. It was located in the commu-

nity of Gretna and served a largely German popula-

tion. The church lost its right of way when the Chi-

cago-Great Western Railway built its roadbed 

across the access road to the church in 1887. The 

church closed in 1889 and was dismantled to pro-

vide lumber for the new school that St. Michael in 

Wheaton was building. 

S t . S t e p h e n  C e m e t e r y  T o u r  

St. Stephen Church and 

Cemetery as they appeared 

before the church was dis-

mantled. Note the number 

of headstones as well as the 

railbed in the foreground. 

The last burial in the ceme-

tery was in 1911.  The rail-

bed is now part of the Great 

Western Trail. 

The cemetery is located on 

the north side of St. Charles 

Road between Gary Avenue 

and Schmale Road. 

Photo Courtesy of Lynn O’Neill 
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with Bucky Halker 

Saturday, Sept. 25  

2:30 p.m. 
Historic Farmhouse Lawn 

301 W. Lies Road 

Bring your lawn chairs. See our Facebook for Covid updates. 

 In cooperation with Illinois Humanities Road Scholars 
Illinois Humanities is supported in part by the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) and the Illinois General 

Assembly [through the Illinois Arts Council Agency (IACA)], as well as by contributions from individuals, foundations 

and corporations.  

Any views, findings, conclusions, or recommendations expressed by speakers, program participants, or audiences do not 

necessarily reflect those of the NEH, Illinois Humanities, IACA, our partnering organizations, or our funders.  

This Land is Your Land  

The Folksongs of Woody Guthrie  
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Charles Dickens—A Tale With a Twist 

Thursday, December 9 

A Zoom presentation co-sponsored with the Carol Stream Public Library. 

Presented by Terry Lynch of HFK Presents. Lynch brings history and sto-

ries to life with his character portrayals. Register for this free event at the 

Carol Stream Public Library. 

A Carol Stream Moment in Time 

Sixty-three years ago, on November 1, 1958, Roy and Norma Jean Blum moved into their brand new 

home at 141 Mohawk. The couple and their young son, Roy, became the first residents of the Carol 

Stream Estates development soon to become Carol Stream, IL.  On 

January 5, 1959, the village had sufficient residents to incorporate. 

Do you know how many were required? 

One hundred residents were required to apply for incorporation as a 

village. Both adults and children were  in that number. 

What’s In a Name...Key to Place Names found on page 4 

1. CS Park facility at Lies and County Farm Rds. Robert Simkus-CSPD long-serving original board 
member (1964) and president. 

2. CS Park at Lies and Kuhn Rds. Environmentalist and CSPD master gardener. 

3. Gary and Hiawatha. Village manager for 22 1/2 years. 

4. Armstrong Park. Park volunteer and purple martin enthusiast. 

5. Sioux Lane. Daughter of the Village developer. 

6. Hiawatha and El Paso, Developer of Carol Stream 

7. Chippewa Trl. DuPage County Regional Superintendent 

8. Gary Ave. and Lies Rd. Village president from 1987-2007 

9. Rose and Iris Ave. Helped form Fire District, early CCSD 93 Board member 

10. Elk Trail. Early CSPD commissioner 

11. Kuhn Rd. Long-time CSPD Executive Director 

12. Kuhn Rd. CSFPD trustee for 43 years 

13. Off of Kehoe, CS  first female Village president, 

14. Off of Kuhn Rd. Village trustee and active community volunteer 

 

With Gratitude for All Who Have Given of Themselves for This Community! 



 

8 

Remembering 9/11/2001  

W e  W i l l  N o t  F o r g e t  
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Falling Into Garden fun 

Thursday, September 16, 9:30 a.m. 

Like to garden? Bring your hat, gloves, 

and tools. Meet us at the Farmhouse, 301 

W. Lies Rd., Carol Stream, for our au-

tumn garden clean-up. We are most 

grateful to Master gardener, Marlene 

Ashby, for keeping the grounds beautiful 

in every season!  

Ha l loween Decorat ing Contest Returns  
Residential homeowners are invited to decorate their front yards in frightening fash-
ion for the 7th Annual Carol Stream Halloween Decorating Contest. Put together a 
spooktacular display for the upcoming holiday.  Use one of these themes : 

• BIG PUMPKIN (Traditional Décor) 

• FAMILY FUN (Kid-Friendly Décor) 

• JUDGES FAVORITE (Best in Show) 
 

Nominate your favorite home(s) by e-mail  

DecoratingContest@carolstream.org  

Include the home(s) address in the body  
                                and  
“Halloween Decorating Contest “  
             in the subject line.  
 

 

Judges will visit nominated properties and make award recommendations. Look for 
a Story Map on the Village website showcasing the nominated homes by October 26 
Homeowners with winning displays will be recognized at a Village Board meeting.     

Nominations due 
by Fri., October 22 

mailto:DecoratingContest@carolstream.org
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I t ’s  P um p k in  S e a s on . . .  

Did you know that pumpkins are a member of the gourd 

family? So are cucumbers, honeydew melons, cantaloupe, wa-

termelons and zucchini.  

Pumpkins are indigenous to the western hemisphere and have 

been grown in North America for five thousand years.   

In 1584, after French explorer Jacques Cartier explored the St. 

Lawrence region of North America, he reported finding “gros 

melons.” The name was translated into English as 

“pompions,” which has since evolved into the modern “pumpkin.” 

Pumpkins are low in calories, fat, and sodium and high in fiber. They are good sources of Vitamin A, 

Vitamin B, potassium, protein, and iron. 

Pumpkin seeds should be planted between the last week of May and the middle of June. They take 

between 90 and 120 days to grow and are picked in October when they are bright orange in color. 

Their seeds can be saved to grow new pumpkins the next year. 

Excerpted from “Pumpkin Facts” 

https://www.history.com/topics/halloween/pumpkin-facts 

https://www.history.com/topics/halloween/pumpkin-facts

