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A Holiday Tradition 

Tired of Being Inside?  

Go for a Carol Stream Ride  
Sixth Annual Carol Stream Holiday Lights Decorating Contest 

Put some sparkle in your holiday! Grab your coats and jump in the car as soon as it 

gets dark. It’s time to go for a ride to see the 50 homes in this year’s Carol Stream 

holiday decorating contest. You can find a map to the locations at Story Map or 

the Village website!   

The contest features three themes: 

• BIG SNOWBALL (Traditional Décor) 

• FROSTY FAVORITE (Kid-Friendly Décor) 

• JUDGES FAVORITE (Best in Show) 

Vote for your favorites by email at:  

  DecoratingContest@carolstream.org  

Be sure to include  the street address or addresses in the body and the 

phrase Holiday Decorating Contest in the subject line. 

The deadline for voting is Monday, December 18.  Judges 

will visit nominated properties December 20th through 

23rd and shortly thereafter make their award recommenda-

tions.   

https://www.carolstream.org/?splash=https%3a%2f%2farcg.is%2f0Cnija0&____isexternal=true
mailto:DecoratingContest@carolstream.org
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O Christmas Tree 
Mention Christmas and thoughts of family cele-
brations, cookies, carols, stockings hung by the 
fireplace, Santa Claus, as well as decorated and 
lighted evergreen trees, spring to mind. The sea-
son as we celebrate in America today, however, is 
barely 100 years old.   
 
Not so terribly long ago, Christmas was observed 
as a religious event and celebrating it was forbid-
den. Doing so was considered a violation of the 
sacredness of the day. Our Puritan forefathers 
were very clear on this. It was not until after the 
Civil War that Christmas became a national holi-
day. President Ulysses S. Grant and Congress 
made that declaration on June 26 1870. 
 
However, we can thank German settlers for introducing the Christmas tree in Amer-
ica. Legend says that Martin Luther first brought the Christmas tree, a symbol of life 
in the midst of the dark winter, inside. He tied candles to the branches to mimic the 
stars. That tradition made its way to North America.  
 
The Christmas tree was popularized in England when a picture of Queen Victoria 
and Prince Albert with their children around a decorated tree was published. The 
public there and abroad quickly picked up on the idea. 
 
It wasn’t until the late 1800’s that Christmas trees became widely popular in the U.S. 
Around 1890 tree ornaments were first imported from Germany. Even in the early 
1900’s trees were often decorated with handmade ornaments, apples, nuts, marzi-
pan cookies and garlands strung with popcorn, berries and nuts. 
 
Christmas tree lights were first produced for the masses in 1890. They were the 
brainchild of Edward Johnson, an assistant of Thomas Edison. 
 
Today most real Christmas trees are grown on farms as sustainable crops. It is inter-
esting that artificial trees first appeared in Germany in the 19th century. They were 
made with goose feathers dyed green and attached to wire branches. Around 1930 
brush bristles were dyed green and constructed into artificial trees. The once popu-
lar aluminum tree was first manufactured in Chicago in 1958. 
 
If you would like to read more about the fascinating history of Christmas trees, 
check out the University of Illinois Extension website at https://
web.extension.illinois.edu/trees/facts.cfm 
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LEARN ABOUT US 

 FIND US—FOLLOW US  

    ON FACE BOOK 

to wish you the happiest of Holidays 
and all the best in 2021 

All of us at the 

Carol Stream Historical Society 

Old fashioned greetings  


