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WELCOME...WELCOME...WELCOME...WELCOME... 
...to the brand new e-newsletter of the Carol 
Stream Historical Society!  Each edition will 
give you glimpses of Carol Stream’s past, a 
picture or two, current news and information 
on upcoming events.  We thank you for your 
interest and hope you will look forward to the 
quarterly editions of this publication. 
 
If you would like to know more about us or 
the history of this wonderful community, we 
invite you to join us at one of our monthly 
meetings and attend our events. 

Carole Ellermeier, President 
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Let’s begin at the official beginning… 

In January of 1959, the Village of 
Carol Stream was incorporated.  
Developer Jay Stream had moved 

quickly to give official status to his 
new community.  His homes were 

growing and thriving like a hearty 
crop from the farm fields north of 

Route 64 and west of the two lane 
road known as Gary Avenue.  In little 

more than fifteen months after the 
development opened the process of 

incorporating was underway.  
Perhaps it was the challenge issued 

to the builder in 1957 by the City 
Clerk of Naperville that drove him. 

Jay Stream was an experienced 

home builder by the time he started 
Carol Stream Estates.  He had built a 

number of homes in Wheaton, as 
well as the Hawthorn subdivision and 

shopping center in that city.  He 
hoped to build a large subdivision in 

Naperville on a 100 acre farm he 
owned there.  When his plan was 

met with stiff opposition, he decided 
to take the Naperville city clerk’s 

advice and, “…build his own town.”  
After working to identify potential 

areas with room for expansion, 
Stream approached two prospects, 

Dan Rice who owned Danada Farm 
near Wheaton and his former 

classmate, Harold Nagel, the owner 
of 120 acres in what is now part of 

the Village.  Rice was not willing to 
sell but Mr. Nagel agreed to a land 

“swap” which found him and his 

family relocating to a new farm in 
the Fox Valley Area.  Stream 

continued to acquire land as 
construction was underway.  He also 

purchased the Dr. E. E. Byerrum farm 
west of the Nagel property and the 

A. A. Mittman farm.  The hill on the 
Mittman farm would be the location 

of the school and well for the 
development. 

Four model homes, erected by 
Stream’s Durable Construction 

Company, lined the east side of 
Blackhawk Drive (originally, Gables 

Boulevard) in the fall of 1958 when 
the development opened. The 

homes featured three bedrooms, two 

Jay Stream 

CAROL STREAM:CAROL STREAM:CAROL STREAM:CAROL STREAM:    FROM OUR PASTFROM OUR PASTFROM OUR PASTFROM OUR PAST    

 



��� 4 ��� 

 

baths, and attached garages.  
Concrete driveways, fully 

graded and seeded lots, two 
trees in each front yard, and 

gas coach l ights were 
additional amenities.  Stream’s 

paved street and curbs 
replaced cow trails and gravel 

lanes.  Young Chicago area 

families flocked to purchase 
the affordable homes that 

started at $15,300. 

While construction was under 

way, Stream learned that a new 
state law passed in 1958 

required only 100 residents for 
incorporation as a Village.  The 

ages of the residents didn’t 
matter.  It was important that 

many of those purchasing his 
new homes were young 

families with 

children.  It 
might be said 

that Stream 
even courted 

y o u n g 
families by 

working with 
Commun i ty 

Consolidated 
S c h o o l 

District 93 to 
e n s u r e 

a d e q u a t e 
c l a s s r o om 

space in what had been a rural 
school district with only one 

school.  Stream realized that 
the school,  located in 

Cloverdale, would not be 
adequate for the quickly 

growing population of school 
children in his new town.  His 

solution was to build Carol 

Stream School and then help to 
establish a kindergarten in a 
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home close by. 

As all this was taking place in 
Stream’s business life, his 

personal life was troubled by the 
critical condition of his teenage 

daughter, Carol, who had been 
seriously injured in a car 

accident in August near the 
Stream’s Wisconsin summer 

home.  As the initial work was 
progressing, the creek running 

through the area (and his 

subdivision) needed naming.  

As the story goes, when Stream 
was asked what to name the 

stream, he responded, “Carol 
Stream.”  When the area map 

was filed in the DuPage county 
clerk’s office, large red letters 

were emblazoned across the 
top, “CAROL STREAM.”  Later 

that same day Stream visited his 
daughter in the hospital.  She 

had been in a deep coma and 
he hoped his news of naming 

the development for her would 
have a posi t ive effect.  

According to Mr. Stream, it did.  
His news prompted a, ”Hi,” from 

his daughter who had been 
unresponsive.  It was the day 

the grueling task of recovery 
began for Carol.  The date was 

December 14, 1957. 

Jay Stream’s daughter, Carol, 
currently lives in Arizona.  The 

accident she suffered as a teen 
left her with physical challenges 

but she has visited her 
namesake on more than one 

occasion.  In 2010 she returned 
and toured Carol Stream School 

in celebration of its fiftieth 
anniversary.  When asked what 

she thought of “her” town, she 
replied, “I’m very proud of it!” Carol Stream 
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QUILT PREVIEWQUILT PREVIEWQUILT PREVIEWQUILT PREVIEW    
 

Take a look at the beautiful quilt 
being created by the local 

quilting group, Seams Like Fun. 
The group is donating this 

masterpiece to the Carol Stream 
Historical Society to be used as 

a fund raiser. It could be yours! 
We will be telling you more in 

the coming months about the 
quilt and how you may be so 

fortunate as to become its 
proud owner.  

 

This lovely blue and 

neutral work of art is 
90" square and made 

using a pattern called, 
"Spring Cleaning." The 

quilt has a story in that 
the members of group 

all contributed to the 
work by providing 

fabric from their own 
collections. The result is 

a  b e a u t i f u l 
combination of blues and 

neutrals in a variety of shades. 
The quilt is 100% cotton and was 

professionally quilted by Val 
Langue of the Quilt Merchant. 

 
Seams Life Fun has been 

creating quilted works of art 
since 2003. The ladies meet 

monthly and share their work. 
They also share their expertise 

and creativity by selecting at 

least one group project each 
year. The Historical Society is 

delighted to have been 
selected for the group's current 

project.  
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It’s time to renew your membership 

or join the Carol Stream Historical 
Society for 2016.  
 

We run on a calendar year and 
have a modest cash flow based on 

dues and revenues from events or 
fundraisers.  
 

Members will be updated  about 
our upcoming events and news 

quarterly through this newsletter 
and other email notices. 
 

We would appreciate it if you 

would pass along the word...and 
help us preserve the history of 

Carol Stream.  

Questions? Contact us  at  
carolstreamhistorical@comcast.net 

MEMBERSHIP TIMEMEMBERSHIP TIMEMEMBERSHIP TIMEMEMBERSHIP TIME    
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Pioneering saleswoman Brownie 

Ward propelled Tupperware to 
success in the 1950’s using home 

parties. In this program, Wise 
shares the story of her rise from a 

divorced mother to head of 
Tupperware’s home party sales 

force. Wise put her sales force of 
200 housewives to work selling 

Earl Tupper’s flexible “burping” 
bowls at home parties in 1951. By 

1954, she had 9,000 saleswomen 
a n d  h a d  t r a n s f o r m e d 

Tupperware into a multimillion-
dollar business. Forced out of the 

company in 1957, she largely 
disappeared. But the Tupperware 

Home Parties she pioneered 
remain the gold standard for 

home party selling.  
 

Carol Stream Woman’s Club and 
the Friends of the Library are 

hosting an historical portrayal of 

Bonnie Rich, the Original 
Tupperware Lady presented by 

Leslie Goddard. Don’t miss this 
unique presentation by the 

incredible Goddard at the Carol 
Stream Public Library on Tuesday, 

April 19th, 2016 at 7:00pm.  
 

Call 630.653.0755 to reserve a 
seat for you and a friend. 
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CALENDARS 
If you are interested in a beautiful 
2016 Calendar with Historic and 

Current photos, we have a limited 
number available for $7. Call 

Barb—630.665.0686 
 

 
 

We hope you enjoyed the “maiden 
voyage” of our first eNewsletter.  

 

WINTER 2016 
 

FUTURE 
 
JANUARY 26 

Board Meeting 

CS Public Library 
7pm 

 
FEBRUARY 23 

Board Meeting 
CS Public Library 

7pm 
 

MARCH 29  
Board Meeting 

CS Public Library 
7pm 

(fifth Tuesday) 
 

APRIL 17 
“HATS OFF TO HISTORY” 

Tea 
Historic Farmhouse 

1:00 - 2:15pm 
 

APRIL 19 
“BROWNIE WISE” 

Leslie Goddard as the 

Tupperware Lady 
CS Public Library 

7:00pm 
 

APRIL 26 
Board Meeting 

CS Public Library 
7pm 


